cottage industry. Strangely, the introduction to this fine book begins with an inaccuracy: vascular surgery did not make rapid progress during the first half of the twentieth centuryit stood still after Carrel until 1950, apart from a few major advances in the cardiac field, awaiting the advances in radiology and grafting that gave it its first really practical impetus outside the laboratory.
From then on its rise and expansion were astonishing, and it was the Houston School which so often led the way. A highly organized and detailed system of practice is presented exhaustively yet clearly in this new booka veritable tour deforce. Everything from aortography to amputation is here, and from carotid body tumour to middle aorta syndrome. The writing is good and clear and the diagrams are excellent. Inevitably there will be points of difference with readers of experience, as in any technical subject: for example, the insistence on dacron patch grafting for closing a carotid endarterectomy; restenosis, which it is intended to prevent, may be commoner than we suppose; while most European vascular surgeons would use a vein patch, the time and technical difficulty would preclude it as routine; so Houston with its easy strength offers the tried and tested answer. This is the keynote of this valuable and praiseworthy book.
H H G EASTCOTT

Section Editor
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Advances in Pediatrics, vol 26, 1979 L A Barnes (ed) pp 575 £34 Chicago & London: YB Medical 1979 This is one of two American paediatric annuals that is looked forward to every year. Advances in Paediatrics 1979 does not disappoint. A wide range of topics are reviewed (with copious references) and the subjects covered include paediatric perennials such as lactation, glycogen storage disease and nephrotic syndrome. Newer ground is broken with reviews of hypercholesterolaemia in childhood, adolescent sexuality, HLA and disease association and neonatal screening for hypothyroidism.
Hypercholesterolaemia in childhood is superbly reviewed by the sole British contributors to this volume and, in particular, attention is drawn to the need for prevention in childhood of adult ischaemic heart disease. The chapters on adoption and adolescent sexuality present the experience of the North American attitude and are interesting rather than relevant. The evaluation of acute and insidious changes in gait in children under 5 years is a 64-page review so comprehensive as to be almost unreal in its clinical approach. Nearly 70 causes of change in gait are listed, including Kawasaki's disease and sexual abuse. Meconium in health and disease is useful reading as a contemporary review of meconium and cystic fibrosis. There are chapters on chronic obstructive lung disease and inflammatory bowel disease. The final two chapters are a mini-monograph on the third thyroid gland. They are up-to-date reviews of neonatal screening for hypothyroidism and normal and abnormal thyroid function.
As usual the book is well produced and presented. It is not cheap but at its price is good value and should be in every medical library. On this basis their experience has no rival. The book is in three main sections and the central 100 pages form the core of new data. This is a study of brains from 17 autopsies, 16 of them from patients who died in the postoperative period from causes other than massive cerebral haemorrhage; the remaining patient died 5 years after the operation. For each case we have the main clincial features, a discussion of the operation (5 cases had two or more operations) and in particular the findings on stimulation, and a description of the gross and microscopic anatomy. This is clinicopathological correlation material of unique value and, in particular, it presents a formidable argument for accepting the accuracy of locating the lesion at the desired target when using the methods they evolved. This meat is, so to speak, sandwiched between a chapter on the physiology, biochemistry and pathology of Parkinsonism and two concluding chapters of discussion of clinical and other phenomena correlated with pathological findings. This is assembled under 64 subheadings and relevant literature is mentioned in each discussion. The listing of over 500 references is a valuable service to the subject.
The anatomical diagrams are multicoloured so that systems with different neurotransmitters can be picked out. The whole conceptual framework has reached a formidable level of complexity without the artist's addition of seven different homunculi which have now taken up residence on each side of the thalamus. The standard of production and proofreading is very high and the translator's insensitivity to English as shown by the title of the work is not elsewhere too intrusive. In general a high standard of clarity is maintained and this publication is a most notable contribution. The two volumes of the fourth edition of 'General Anaesthesia' constitute a welcome addition to anaesthetic bibliography. Each has a complete index and a UK/USA drug name equivalent appendix. The subject matter is well arranged and presented so. as amply to be instructive without going into unnecessary detail. The contributors are obviously experts in their fields, and the publication is well worth its price.
Despite the general all-round excellence of this work, some criticism is justified. The average reader will be the run-of-the-mill anaesthetist anxious to refresh his knowledge, or the trainee studying for a higher examination. A few of the writers seem to lose sight of this, and appear to aim at the expert. There are several irritating misprints that have escaped the proof readers, such as 'decrease' instead of 'increase' and 'pericardium' instead of 'praecordium'. Also it is bewildering to be referred to Chapter 15 for the actions of premedicant drugs only to find that it deals solely with neuromuscular blocking drugs. The index could be more comprehensive: I could find no reference to 'closing volume', for example, although this is well handled in the text.
The above notwithstanding, 'General Anaesthesia' remains an excellent publication, assured of a place not only in every medical library, but in every hospital and the majority of anaesthetists' homes. It is a welcome addition to the literature for postgraduates interested in the subject. Although it purports to present and discuss the principles of head and neck surgery, it also goes on to describe in detail a numberofstandard operative procedures in the manner of a textbook of operative surgery.
To the reviewer this would seem undesirable since the latter procedures are necessarily incomplete, omitting many important operations, and the chapters on principles could be amplified and added to with advantage. It is a pity there is no chapter on histopathology with its fascinating variety in the head and neck region. The illustrations are of the medical 'art' type and perhaps would have been easier to follow if they had been more diagrammatic, which would be better suited to a book primarily intended to survey the basis of this field of work.
The book is clearly intended for American postgraduates coming from differing surgical specialties to study head and neck tumour surgery. As such it is a useful introduction but it would have done better to stick to principles and basic procedures. On the whole it is well written and includes ten contributors. The 444 pages of text are well prepared and clear; the bibliography and index are good. The most recent addition to this well known series maintains the general format and scope of its predecessors. Twenty-eight contributors, almost all from North America, provide 15 chapters which are, for the most part, authoritative, welldocumented and directed towards specific practical problems in diagnostic histopathology. Ten of the fifteen contributors are largely concerned with aspects of malignant disease.
Two chapters deal with bone marrow changes in polycythaemia vera and in malignant lymphoma, the latter including a useful section on differential diagnosis. An account of polyposis coli comes appropriately from St Mark's Hospital in London and the author includes some useful comments on the adenoma -c carcinoma sequence. The morphologyofosteogenic sarcoma is discussed and the general view that histological grading is of little prognostic value is confirmed, except perhaps for juxtacortical (parosteal) tumours. The histopathology of breast lesions in young females is revieweda difficult group in which, as the author remarks, 'the surgical pathologist is at greater risk of overinterpreting benign, than of underestimating malignant, biopsy material'. One chapter deals with the more general issue of histopathology in cancer epidemiology. The value of including histology as well as detailed topography is stressed, but a section on observer variation provides a
